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MIDDLETOWN — While the moms of other teens are working on their back

toschool shopping lists, Karen Antone settles down at a laptop at her dining

room table to draft a list of a different sort.

Addressed to her son Phillip’s teachers, the document is an amalgam of

details about the 17yearold: Social interaction is tough for the teen, she

writes, so he should be encouraged to work with his peers.

If he gets a little frustrated, a joke or funny face may bring him back on track

— Phillip’s got a great sense of humor, Antone adds.

It’s among a dozen other fast facts she includes about the boy, who’s autistic.

“Every year I send a letter in,” Antone said.

“Transition was one of the big issues Phillip had;

now it’s focus and attention. By them knowing what

he likes, it helps to motivate him when he could get

stuck at times.”

The teen, a Boy Scout and cross country team

member who’s starting his senior year at
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Phillip Antone, 17, of Middletown and his mother, Karen, pick fresh vegetables from the kitchen garden on the grounds
of the Impact Oasis Trail Center in Monmouth County. / Gannett NJ photo/MARY FRANK
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Did you know?

There were nearly 218,000 students classified
with special needs ranging from autism to visual
impairments, from learning disabilities to brain
injuries, in the state’s public schools as of
October 2011. 
That’s nearly 16 percent of the public school
student population, and does not account for
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Middletown raising awareness about community programs, issues

MIDDLETOWN -- The Mayor and Township Committee issued several proclamations at the April 20 meeting to raise 
awareness about noteworthy community programs and social issues that affect us as a nation.

Autism Awareness Month

The Middletown Township Committee joined Impact Oasis in encouraging the community to participate in Autism Aware-
ness Month activities to become better educated on the subject of autism. As more and more health professionals become 
proficient in diagnosing autism, more children are diagnosed on the autistic spectrum resulting in rates as low as one in 
166 children. In New Jersey that number drops to one in every 94 children.

In addition a majority of Township Committee introduced an ordinance to preserve nearly 26 acres on Sleepy Hollow Road 
in partnership with the Monmouth Conservation Foundation, Impact OASIS, the NY/NJ Baykeeper and state Green Acres. 
Impact OASIS would obtain approximately 7 to 8 acres along with a house located on the property for use as a residential 
farm for autistic adults. The remainder of the space would be preserved for use and open space and recreation.

Meanwhile, Middletown Township leases seven acres of farmland at Stevenson Park to Impact OASIS for farming, 
gardening and horticultural purposes as part of training and assistance programs for autistic individuals. Non-disabled 
peers, individuals with autism, and their families are invited to help Impact OASIS manage this year’s crop of vegetables 
and flowers. Upcoming planting and harvesting dates are April 25 and May 16. Weeding watering and harvesting will be 
conducted on Mondays, Wednesday and Thursday from June 30 through September 29 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Stevenson 
Park is located 940 West Front Street. Contact Barbara at impactoasis@gmail.com or visit www.impactoasis.org for infor-
mation.

Middletown Township leases seven acres of farmland at Stevenson Park to Impact OASIS for farming, gardening and 
horticultural purposes as part of training and assistance programs for autistic individuals.


